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To me it appears as if Seward had been arranging for
a pretty piece of acting and had overshot his mark. The
recall of Bigelow, the sending out of Dix, the parading of
General Sherman with Campbell in a national ship, are all
parts of a comedy which I hope will have nothing tragical
attending it. The President and General Grant are so earn-
est on the Mexican question that they readily fall in with
any scheme which is desired to get rid of the French. But
a war with that country or with England would be a ter-
rible calamity to us, and there should be no trifling on the
subject. We could, it is true, injure them greatly, but they
would just now injure us more. From these and other
causes, therefore, we ought not to invite hostilities.

The results of the elections have greatly disappointed
Seward, and as he has little faith in political principles, pop-
ular intelligence, or public virtue, he resorts to expedients,
and if they fail, he becomes depressed. I am mistaken
if there is not much shambling statesmanship in this
Mexican demonstration. If I am not in error, there have
been some steps taken of which most of us are not advised.
The condition of things does not suit me, though, as Seward
says, France has trouble and cannot afford to go to war
with us. I would not tempt or dare her unnecessarily.

November 29, Thursday. A number of Members of Con-
gress have arrived. Thad Stevens and some of the ranting
Radicals are on the ground early to block out work for their
followers when they assemble on Monday next. Thad is
a very domineering and exacting leader and has great con-
trol over the Radicals, though many of them are unwilling
to admit it, and in a cowardly way deny it. Lacking well-
grounded political principles, they want moral courage in
the peculiar condition of affairs. Afraid of Stevens, they
shrink from the avowal of an honest policy. Stevens has
genius and audacity but not wisdom, imagination but not
sagacity, cunning but not principle; will ruin his party or
country, doubtless injure both.